








Those extras! What do [ mean

about those extras? Well, when we

think of extra, we think of it as
something in addition to what we
normally have. For example: if we
normally have one piece of apple pie
for dessert on Sundays and one week
mother feels very happy and she
decides to give everyone an extra piece,
that extra piece often makes a person
feel very thankful. It is not something
that we normally receive. Or perhaps,
as a child, you did your chores very
well one week and your parents were so
pleased that they gave you an extra
dollar for your allowance. In the first
example the extra was given not
through any merit of the receiver but
just because the giver felt blessed. In
the second case, the extra is given as a
reward for good behaviour.

Does Jesus give us extras?
Yes, He does. He has promised us extra
blessings. Does he only give the extra
blessings as a reward for good
behaviour? If we answer “yes”, then are
we saying we are legalists? Do we say
that we are working for our salvation —
we are rewarded for our good deeds?
This is a difficult question that is
plaguing the Christian world today.
They are sick with misunderstanding on
this issue and don’t even realize it. To
really study this question you need to
understand the Christ our
Righteousness message to its fullest. In
the days of Sr. White, she says that not
one in 1,000 understood this message
amongst Adventists. How is it with us
today?

A few years ago we studied
the Christ our Righteousness message
thoroughly through the Messenger so it
is not my intent to study that in this
article. What I intend to study about is
the extras. Yes, Jesus gives them to us,
but not simply as a reward for good
behavior.

EXTRA MONEY

One extra that Jesus gives is
money. He gives us extra money
because His church needs it. He gives it
to those He sees will be faithful in
distributing it to help His cause.

Sometimes people are faithful with the
extra money and sometimes they are
not. People are often given that extra as
a test to see what they will do with it.

There was a lady in Sr.
White’s day that lamented the fact that
she was poor and could not give very
much money to the church. How she
wished she could give more. She
complained about it so much that Sr.
White received a message for her from
the Lord telling her that God had tested
her in poverty and now He will test her
with means. Did she prove faithful? No,
she bought a house and had so many
expenses that she kept putting off
giving to the Lord. She gave a greater
percentage of her income when she was
poor than when she was rich. She could
not handle correctly those extras.

Often [ have heard people say,
“I have paid my tithes and given a few
dollars for offering, the rest is mine to
spend as I please, God has no claims on
the rest of my money.” In the time of
Ancient Israel they were required to
give 25 percent of their income as tithes
and offerings. If only 10 percent was
tithe that meant [5 percent was
offerings. “The contributions required
of the Hebrews for religious and
charitable purposes amounted to fully
one fourth of their income. So heavy a
tax upon the resources of the people
might be expected to reduce them to
poverty; but, on the contrary, the
faithful observance of these regulations
was one of the conditions of their
prosperity. On condition of their
obedience God made them this
promise: ‘I will rebuke the devourer for
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the
fruits of your ground; neither shall your
vine cast her fruit before the time in the
field. . . And all nations shall call you
blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome
land, saith the Lord of hosts.” Malachi
3:11.” Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 527

We see many faithful Israelites
who were quite wealthy. There was
Jesse, the father of King David, the
family of the prophet Elisha, and many
others. The payment of the 25 percent
did not reduce them to poverty at all.
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Should we be as faithful as they were

" and aim to give 25 percent, we may not

have as much extra as we think we
have. God requires 10 percent; the rest
is a test for you.

You may not at once feel the
curse of God if you are not faithful in
your tithes and offerings, but it will be
a sad day to find out that you have
robbed God when you face your life
record on the judgment day. So, no, it
is not enough to only pay your tithes
and a small offering and then spend the
extras as you please.

While it is important to make
sure you also faithfully pay your bills
and purchase necessities, what will you
do with that extra money you have
AFTER all your bills and necessities
are paid for? You will not be judged so
much concerning what you gave and,
how much you gave, as to how you
spent what you had extra. If you are
faithful with the extra — thinking of
God’s cause before some luxury for
yourself, God will give you more
extras. If you are not faithful with the
small extra money, He can’t trust you
with more.

Does that mean that every
extra dollar we have we are to put into
the treasury of the Lord? No, that
would also be a little extreme. We are
to have our eyes open to the
opportunities the Lord gives us to bless
others with some of our extra means. A
brother in our church tells of an
experience he made picking up a
hitchhiker. He felt the Lord impress
him to pick this particular man up and
after a lengthy conversation he was
impressed to give this man, a total
stranger, some money to help him get
to his destination, which was Alaska.
There are many unworthy poor, who
are just too lazy to work, but the Lord
has worthy poor and He will direct us
in helping them.

A sister in our church also tells
of one of her relatives who gave large
contributions to her church and was
very proud about her contributions. She
let many people know. Meanwhile this
person had relatives who needed
financial assistance, but were ignored









repaid. As the miner discovers veins of precious
metal concealed beneath the surface of the earth,
so will he who perseveringly searches the Word
of God as for hid treasure, find truths of greatest
value, which are concealed from the view of the
careless seeker.” Our High Calling, p. 205.

i Also we have to know that the Bible is
its own interpreter. With beautiful simplicity,
one portion connects itself with the truth of
another portion, until the whole Bible is blended
in one harmonious whole. Light flashes forth
from one text to illuminate some portion of the
Word that has seemed more obscure. The Word
is the treasure house of truth. We have to look
for the truth as for hidden treasures. “Buy the
truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and
instruction, and understanding.” Proverbs 23:23.
The truth is precious, it has wrought important
changes upon the life and character, exerting a
masterly influence over words, deportment,
thoughts and experience. “Truth refines the taste
and sanctifies the judgment. It elevates and
ennobles, and is silently and constantly doing its
leavening work till the whole being is cleansed
and made a vessel unto honour, under the
operation of the Holy Spirit, to make the receiver
of truth fit for the society of pure and sinless
angels. . . .” Our High Calling, p. 34.

Jesus prayed for His disciples: ‘Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” John
17:17. It is through the truth, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, that we are to be sanctified —
transformed into the likeness of Christ. And in
order for this change to be wrought in us, there
must be an unconditional, wholehearted
acceptance of the truth, an unreserved surrender
of the soul to its transforming power.

But, “What is sanctification? It is to give
one’s self wholly and without reserve — soul,
body, and spirit — to God; to deal justly; to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with God; to know
and to do the will of God without regard to self
or self-interest; to be heavenly-minded, pure,
unselfish, holy, and without spot or stain.” QOur
High Calling, p. 212

Our characters are by nature, wicked and
perverted. So we have to be changed. Our life
must be completely changed. “Let none feel that
their way needs no changing. . . . None can walk
safely unless they are distrustful of self, and are

constantly looking to the Word of God, studying
it with willing heart to see their own errors, and
to learn the will of Christ, and praying that it
may be done in and by and through them. They
show that their confidence is not in themselves,
but in Christ. They hold the truth as a sacred
treasure, able to sanctify and refine, and they are
constantly seeking to bring their words and ways
into harmony with its principles.” Our High
Calling, p. 212. The truth must find an abiding
place in our heart.

It is not enough for us to hear the truth
only. God requires obedience from us also.
“Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and
keep it.” Luke 11:28. “We who claim to believe
the truth should reveal its fruits in our words and
character. We are to be far advanced in a
knowledge of Jesus Christ, in the reception of
His love for God and for our neighbor, in order
to have the sunlight of heaven shining in our
daily life. Truth must reach down to the deepest
recesses of the soul, and cleanse away everything
unlike the spirit of Christ, and the vacuum be
supplied by the attributes of His character who
was pure and holy and undefiled, that all the
springs of the heart may be as flowers, fragrant
with perfume, a sweet-smelling savor, a savor of
life unto life. It is truth enshrined in the soul that
makes one a man of God.” Our High Calling, p.
33.

When the truth, as it is in Jesus, molds
our characters, it will be seen to be truth indeed.
As Christians we have pledged ourselves to fulfil
the responsibilities resting on us, and to show to
the world that we have a close connection with
God. We have a message to bear to the world. It
involves a cross. “God’s people are to reflect to
the world the bright rays of His glory. But in
order for them to do this, they must stand where
these rays can fall on them. They must cooperate
with God. The heart must be cleansed of all that
leads to wrong. The Word of God must be read
and studied with an earnest desire to gain from it
spiritual power. The bread of heaven must be
eaten and assimilated, becoming part of the life.
Thus we gain eternal life. Thus is answered the
prayer of Christ, “Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth.” Our High Calling, p.
213.
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Time magazine which itself is owned by
the Roman Catholic Church and thus proclaimed
the Pope “man of the year” a couple of years
ago, is reporting more and more on religious
issues and now will even speak positively on
prayer in schools - when they never used to have
this attitude. =~ Whereas a few years ago, the
media were very negative to religious issues,
now many media outlets have come around to
the position that prayer in school is to be desired.
But who is to pray what prayer? In places where
the Buddhist, Sikh or Muslim students are in the
majority should it beé one of their prayers? What
would the Lord’s Prayer mean to someone who
did not even know Christ as a personal Savior?
Something that is said mechanically, with no
meaning, becomes a mockery of what the Lord
intended. This is a highly-charged political issue
which many nominal Christians are using as a
bridge to bring church and state back together so
that our society may become a godly one once
again. But what it really amounts to is plugging
into the papal agenda and allowing the “man of
sin” to rule once again. The Papacy has always
pushed this same brand of religion - force the
conscience, insist on a nominal profession of
religion and reject the Truth as it is in Jesus.

“Nukes....They’re Back.” [India

detonates its first Atomic bomb] from
Newsweek, May 25, 1998

“Nuclear crises don’t usually come as
complete surprises. Nations hungry to acquire
the power of mass death will steal and cheat and
lie to achieve their ambition, but millions are
spent on high-tech spying to divine the telltale
signs well before any nuclear adventurism
occurs. Not this time. Before firing off five
nuclear explosions last week, India deliberately
concealed its specific test plans and misled the
rest of the world. But no one was paying
attention anyway, even when the signs of India’s
intentions were there to be read. The shock runs
up our spine because it happened when the age
of nucelar terror seemed over. Now the spectre
is back. Which country will show off its atomic
prowess next? Pakistan is certainly tempted. Is
another frightening, nation-wrecking arms race
brewing? Will we ever devise effective ways to
control the nuclear beast?
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“A few optimists hope India will follow
the example of China and France, two countries
that conducted underground tests, then signed
the test-ban treaty. [Prime Minister] Vajpayee
has stopped short of promising that India’s tests
are over, but he has hinted that he may now
adhere to “some” of the treaty’s provisions.
Bumed by India’s artful dissimulations, says
James Steinberg, Berger’s deputy, ‘I don’t think
we’d necessarily take whatever they say as
gospel.”

Everyone else gloomily girds for a new
arms race. “Other countries will see this as an
open invitation to try to acquire the technology,”
wamns Defence Secretary William Cohen.
Clinton is especially hurt at the nuclear breakout:
a cherished presidential legacy, significantly
turning back the nuclear clock, will not be
handed on. He’d devoted considerable energy to
corralling  Russia’s  strategic ~ weaponry,
denuclearizing the former Soviet republics of
Belarus, Ukraine and Kazakstan, and containing
North Korea’s atomic program.

“Not only Clinton but the entire planet is
facing a hard truth. There is little that can stop
nations willing to swallow international
condemnation in order to obtain weapons of
mass death they deem vital to their national
security or just their national prestige.”

As the superpowers scramble to impose
sanctions economically and politically on India
for its bold act we are reminded of Jesus’
prophecy about men’s hearts failing them for
fear of those things coming on the earth. Now,
with more and more bombs available to smaller
and smaller countries, this prophecy surely is
true. Rather than the world becoming a more
stable and secure place as it was supposed to be
after the “Cold War” ceased, there is even more
instability. The Western powers’ attitude toward
India exploding the bomb shows us they are
willing to make concessions to keep the balance
of nuclear power basically the same. Even the
politicians are frightened by the nuclear monster
rearing its ugly head once again — but there isn’t
much they can do about changing that fact.
Thank God that He still has His angels stationed
at the four corners of the earth holding back the
winds of all-out war until we have received the
final impression of God’s seal and given the
Loud Cry to the earth. Rev. 7:1-4

By Jerry Eaton













































