



































How to receive a weak brother, if you are strong?

If you had to think of one of the most
difficult Bible texts to understand- what would it be
for you? For me about the most difficult one has to
be in Romans 14. The whole chapter presents us
with some hard things to explain. This scripture has
often been used against health reform for Christians,
against the Sabbath or in fact any kind of definite
personal standards of morality, purity or decency.
But what would you do if you were very strong in
the faith and health, and someone came to you weak
spiritually, mentally or physically? Would you say,
“Oh, just be like me and ‘then you will be fine. Oh,
just do this and this and then you will get over your
little sickness.” — or whatever it might be. This is
really the point of the Apostle’s argument, the weak
and the strong as we can see from reading Romans
15:1-5.

I was talking recently to a soul preparing for
baptism and he said something about his action not
being sin for him but that would be sin for me —
which may be true about someone who is ignorant
or weak, but when the light has come, as it has to
this fellow, we have an obligation to live up to that
light. Rom. 2:11-15. Now it’s true that we cannot
pass judgment on anyone over non-essentials, but
when it comes to open sin, how can we say that we
love someone in the faith, and permit them to go
down the pathway to destruction and avert our eyes,
telling ourselves that they know better? We must
try and win them out of that pathway of destruction.

Think of how many things are wrong in
modern-day Christianity : a spirit of ecumenical
compromise and hypocrisy that has disgusted
many thinking people with any and all religion.
Religion today has become a strange mix of
emotion and tradition: one thinks that he can have
the approval of God if he just claims the name of
Jesus, another thinks that as long as he works
himself up to a certain flight of feeling, then he
must be saved. But in everything that God calls
upon us to do in our faith — what is He really after?
Isaiah 55: 1,2

He is trying to get at our hearts, isn’t it?
This is the language and the money of heaven —
the language and currency of the heart. In
Romans 14, the Apostle Paul is trying to get at self-
righteous condemnation of others over ceremonial,
non-essential things. Or, Is he saying that we cannot
discern between true and false, righteousness and
sin? If he was saying that, every Christian would be
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left on the very uncertain ground of human pride,
passion or the mere opinions of man. Don’t miss
this now: what is Paul really talking about in
Romans 14: the essential things of salvation or non-
essentials?

Even some who do not believe in the
Sabbath or health reform have agreed that Romans
14 is talking about non-essentials like the
ceremonial feast days, which some of the Gentiles
were keeping in the 1% century, and ceremonially
unclean foods, which the Jews had as a restriction in
the ceremonial law.

Actually, this question of the ceremonial
distinctions of the Jews caused quite a stir within
the 1% century Christian church, didn’t it? That was
the whole reason that the first general conference
was convened.

Acts 15:24-29 (Do you notice what the
sentence of the conference was? Two kinds of law
are referred to and upheld in this sentence - Health
and moral requirements....)

Since the book of Romans has been building
the argument about Christian standards in the light
of the cross, first with the individual’s responsibility
to  others, then the individual Christians’
responsibility to the government in chapters 12 and
13, respectively, now the Apostle Paul addresses the
spirit  of  self-righteous  condemnation  over
unimportant issues, which was so common amongst
the nominally converted Jews in the 1% century.

Vs. 1-5 Paul does point out the necessity of
following our conviction of right and wrong. We
can only stand or fall, be saved or lost as individuals

Vs. 7-13 What do these verses say about
exposing someone new in the faith to our own
doubts? Something that you say cannot be taken
back, so be very careful before you say it. Maybe
you have definite doubts, but that should motivate
you to study, fast and pray, not to bring those
doubts to someone new in the faith to see how you
can influence them. We have a responsibility to
guard those new i the faith from the ugliness and
wrong of error and falsehood as much as we
possibly can. Anything that is controversial and
under question in the Bible should not be a subject
of question and debate in front of new souls.

But today, in the name of unity, there is a
weird, ecumenical spirit in Christianity which
would do away with personal standards of piety,



and even doctrine itself to bring everyone to a

lowest common denominator.

This is well pleasing to the carnal mind and
the attitude of ecumenism in the religious world
today. If is also well pleasing to the Pope. Because
if he can get everyone to be disunited on personal
piety and doctrine, then he will pick up the pieces of
what’s left in a disunited state and bring it together
in the universal, or catholic church.

Vs. 4,13,15 How many people have been
discouraged from Christianity because of this spirit
of shooting the wounded and weak ones. Or, for
that matter, how many sincere people have been put
off Christianity because of the hypocrisy of the
professed followers of Jesus?

We have to have an individual experience
and knowledge before a personal God. But our
influence on others we have to consider as well,
don’t we? And then the Apostle Paul again
addresses the self-righteous condemnation in the
next verses.

Firstly, it seems that Paul is addressing the
same problem that the Corinthians had with eating
things offered to idols and thus wounding the
consciences of the weak brethren. 1 Cor.
8:7,8,12,13 This writing of Romans was within a
vear of his writing 1 Cor. And of course this was a
very common problem within the ancient world
because most all of the foods available to the poor
were first offered to an idol.

You notice how he mentions the same
principle here that he ends Romans 14 with (our
influence over others in every area of life —even our
diets?) So let’s go over a few of the things that we
have learned 1n this chapter.

1. No self-righteous condemnation of the weak or

those lacking the same level of spiritual attainment

that we have,

2. We need to consider our influence upon the

weak.

a. In attitude

b. In diet

3. We must have individual faith before God (while

considering the faith of the body as well.)

a. Whatever is not of faith is sin.

b. If we have doubt about any article in our diet or
any thing really —we’re condemning ourselves if
we allow that thing. (Why do you think that
Paul mentions diet — what we eat especially?
Just like in 1 Cor. 10: 31 he knew that people
would have a problem with what they ate and
drank, right?)
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Happy is that man that does not condemn himself in
what he allows.

Let every man be fully persuaded in his own
mind...Upon what 1s he to base this persuasion?
The opinions of the rabbis, the government or a
majority of his family and friends? Acts 17:11

(Sr. White first wrote in 1858 that the eating
of pork was okay, if that was all you had to eat.
That God would show His church if there was
anything wrong with it. And then five years later
she received a vision when God showed the whole
church that pork was not something to eat at all.)
Prov. 4:18  With all of the light on the dangers of
animal flesh as food, how can God’s people eat it?
Certainly, with all of the information on those
dangers in the media today — the Christian must
have seme doubts in his mind about it being good
for him.

Now let’s take a look at verse 17, That is,
every and any form of food is to be given up in
favor of not wounding someone else’s conscience.
We must take into account the physical, mental and
spiritual health of all of those over whom we have
influence. If what I’'m eating or drinking is going to
be a bad example and have a bad influence over
them, I better give it up. Food is_absolutely
mnsignificant _in _comparison with righteousness,
peace and joy in Christ.

Vs. 23 The one who has to argue with his
conscience and justify himself to himself in eating a
particular food is condemned. This condemnation
is of God as well as his own conscience.

What is Christianity all about? Having a
clean conscience before God and man. Knowing
peace, joy and righteousness in Christ. How can we
know this experience if we are wounding our
consciences with what we are allowing in our
attitudes and actions? Of course, we will be very
unhappy. Anxiety is unresolved inner conflict; this
is exactly what Christ came to help us to overcome.

So if you have faith, well and good before
God. Watch out for the tender lambs that are
new in the faith, and let your love for the body of
Christ hide a multitude of sins. The Lord will be
with you in your spirit to give you insight and
understanding as to how you can be a blessing for
the church and reach out to the world. And when
Jesus comes again, He will say, “well done thou
good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things.”(vs. 21) Matt. 25: 34-40 By Jerry Eaton












http:2Tim.2.1S




understand. If God has any new light to communicate, He will let His chosen and beloved

understand it, without their going to have their minds enlightened by hearing those who
are in darkness and error. (23)

Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth. (24)

For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence

stedfast unto the end; (25)

The law of God is the foundation of all enduring reformation. We are to present to the
world in clear, distinct lines the need of obeying this law. Obedience to God's law is the
greatest incentive to industry, economy, truthfulness, and just dealing between man and man.
(26)

Teaching Home Religion

Those who bear the last message of mercy to the world should feel it their duty to instruct
parents in regard to home religion. The great reformatory movement must begin in presenting
to fathers and mothers and children the principles of the law of God. As the claims of the law
are presented, and men and women are convicted of their duty to render obedience, show them
the responsibility of their decision, not only for themselves but for their children. Show that
obedience to God's word is our only safeguard against the evils that are sweeping the world to
destruction. Parents are giving to their children an example either of obedience or of
transgression. By their example and teaching, the eternal destiny of their households will in
most cases be decided. In the future life the children will be what their parents have made them.
(27)

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul." Psalm 19:7. Without the law, men

have no just conception of the purity and holiness of God or of their own guilt and uncleanness.
They have no true conviction of sin and feel no need of repentance. Not seeing their lost
condition as violators of God's law, they do not realize their need of the atoning blood of

Christ. The hope of salvation is accepted without a radical change of heart or reformation of

life. Thus superficial conversions abound, and multitudes are joined to the church who have

never been united to Christ. (28)

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. (29)

Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have
the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he
goeth. (30)

For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the
way of life. (31)
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Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus. (32)

On every hand we see those who have had much light and knowledge deliberately choosing
evil in the place of good. Making no attempt to reform, they are growing worse and worse. But
the people of God are not to walk in darkness. They are to walk in the light, for they are

reformers. (33)
Hidden Banner?

A company was presented before me under the name of Seventh-day Adventists, who
were advising that the banner or sign which makes us a distinctive people should not be held
out so strikingly; for they claimed it was not the best policy in securing success to our
institutions. This distinctive banner is to be borne through the world to the cl
probation. In describing the remnant people of God. John says, 'Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus’(Rev 14:12)
(34)

In the time of the end every divine institution is to be restored. The breach made in the law
at the time the Sabbath was changed by man, is to be repaired. God's remnant people, standing
before the world as reformers, are to show that the law of God is the foundation of all enduring
reform and that the Sabbath of the fourth commandment is to stand as a memorial of creation, a
constant reminder of the power of God. In clear, distinct lines they are to present the necessity
of obedience to all the precepts of the Decalogue. Constrained by the love of Christ, they are to
co-operate with Him in building up the waste places. They are to be repairers of the breach,
restorers of paths to dwell in.. See verse 12. (Isaiah 58:12) (35)

But the cloud of judicial wrath hangs over them, containing the elements that destroyed
Sodom. In his visions of things to come the prophet John beheld this scene. This demon
worship was revealed to him, and it seemed to him as if the whole world were standing on the
brink of perdition. But as he looked with intense interest he beheld the company of God's
commandment-keeping people. They had upon their foreheads the seal of the living God, and
he said: "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus.” (36)

And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth,
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea,
nor on any tree.

And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he
cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,

Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our
God in their foreheads.

And T heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred

20





http://www.geocities.com/hotsprings/spa/I270/church.html
http://members.truepath.com/ims/health.html
mailto:tmartin@netcom.ca







year. Ronald Reagan even ywent so far as to think
that he could force the last days upou planet earth
by bringing provocation to the Arabs over their holy
sites in the Jewish state — not unlike those wild-eyed
groups of psuedo-Christians —are  apparently
prepared to do in Jerusalem today.

- The year 2000 (Y2K) -
Should we panic? Or, How to be

certain in an uncertain world.

God’s people have always had to be a ready
people, an attuned people ready for any thing that
comes their way whether it be a physical, mental or
spiritual trial. (Described by the Pen of Inspiration
as minute-men.) And yet this attitude of readiness
cannot be an overwrought following of our own
emotional impressions, as is the case with this Year
- 2000 hyperbole.  Some take inspiration out of
context and say that Jesus has to come back exactly
2000 years after He was bom. I[f we were really
looking at 2000 years since Christ came, that would
have to have been about 1997 at the latest because
we know that Christ was bom about 3 or 4 B.C.

Now there are many Christian leaders that
are making lots of money selling their latest book or
video on emergency preparedness and how to “not
be left behind” when the rapture (Christ’s secret
coming to snatch the “faithful” away) happens
because the year 2000 is coming. (How absurd.
Jesus 1s coming for those who have purified their
souls in obedience to the Ten Commandments and
have resisted and overcome the deceptions of the
Mark of the Beast — the Papal institution of Sunday
worship enforced by statute.)

Ask yourself: how was my life before
computers came along? Maybe a little slower,
maybe not quite so convenient, but life still went
on, right? Of course, most of the panic comes from
people who spend most of their days in front of a
computer screen and feel that life will really be
different for them. Perhaps it will be, but the end of
the world? [ doubt it. Not in terms of fulfilled
prophecy, except perhaps “men’s hearts failing
them for fear of those coming on the earth.” Luke
21:26 “But ye, brethren, are not in darkness that
that day should overtake you as a thief.” 1 Thess.
5:4

Whatever  God  does, it shall be
forever...The Bible says, “Let God be proven true
and every man a liar”...Romans 3:4 Since this
crisis is going to be totally a man-made one, it
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strains our belief in and Biblical kunowledge of
the mark of the beast movement going forward
in the National Sunday Law and the people of
God receiving the Latter Rain to preach the
fullness of the truth to the end of the world. [n
fact, the Latter Rain is what God’s people are to
look for and hasten by our preaching and living the
straight truth, which we know will cause the
shaking amongst Adventists and the world. Also,
there will be many real disasters and catastrophes
to face in the near future that inspiration warns us
about.

This state of uncertainty is a vacuum that
Satan and His right hand man, the Pope or man of
sin has created so he can step into it. And be sure
that all of the fallen churches will be exploiting this
man-made crisis for their own benefit. God’s
people alone can be resting in His love and secure
in their knowledge of His mercy and truth.

How can we be Christians eaten up with
worry? The privileged knowledge that we have of
fulfilled prophecy gives the right foundation with
which to deal with any belief or for that matter,
unbelief, like what we see today in this woiry over
Y2K computer worries. Yes. there may be much
uncertainty about logistical details for everyday
necessities, but God’s people have the nsight of
where it is all going — the Papacy’s mark of
authority in Sunday exalted by the apostate powers
of Protestantism.

[f any vacuum of uncertainty or even a real
crisis can be stepped into by the powers of
Catholicism or apostate Protestantism they will.
They are exploiting for their own advantage
economically this panic today, will they exploit
spiritually the crisis tomorrow?

Of course, the answer Is yes.

“The Lord calls for minute men, men who
will be prepared to speak words in season and out of
season that will arrest the attention and convict the
heart. The kingdom of God consisteth not in
outward show. Light will not be received by
following selfish plans, but by looking unto Jesus,
following Christ’s leadings, not the suppositions of
men. The kingdom of God is righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Special
Testimonies, Series B, pg. 27 By Jerry Eaton




























