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“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, swalketh about,
seeking whom he may devour.” [ Peter 5:8

“The crisis is stealing gradually upon us. . . .
Satan sees that his time is short. He has set all
his agencies at work that men may be deceived,
deluded, occupied and entranced, until the day
of probation shall be ended, and the door of
mercy forever shut.” DA 636.

How many of us seriously think of how late the
hour is in the history of this world? There are
many honest sincere ones who are keeping their
eves open and making sure there is oil in their
lamps. .. the earnest efforts put forth by
consecrated believers under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit are to be accompanied by special
tokens of divine favor.” AA p. 54. There are
some though, who are coming to church as a
habit and not giving serious thought to what 1s
going on in heaven.

As we think of being late, [ have often thought
of those that show up late to church. It has
troubled me that some make no effort to be on
time. Some may be on time most every week.
but once in awhile they are late due to
unexpected circumstances beyond their

control. I am burdened with those consistently
late. I often wonder, “Are they late for their
jobs? Are they late for school? Do they take the
extra effort to be on time for their worldly
appointments?” I am sure they do. To be late
for a job interview would mean perhaps the
loss of a job opportunity. To be late for school
in the elementary grades, often means a
detention after regular school hours. Being late
for your job may incur the wrath of your boss
and if it is consistent enough, it may result in
the termination of your employment. We make
sure we are on time to these places because
there are visible consequences. What about

THEHOUR IS LATE

going to church? Who will give you a detention
for your tardiness? Will your membership be
terminated? Will the doors be locked so that
you cannot enter? Will the others look down on
you? No, of course not. None of these would
happen. The doors of the church are open wide
for anyone to come when they come. Does that
mean that being on time for church is less
important than being on time for work or
school? T hope not, but with some people, I
wonder. [f [ had an appointment with Jesus, |
surely wouldn’t want to be late. And that 1s
exactly what we have every Sabbath

morning. We are there, not only to meet with
fellow believers but Jesus is there on time and
we have an appointment with Him. He 1s the
Unseen Visitor.

The trouble with us is that when we are weak in
faith. we don’t look into the unseen world. We
only look at what we see. The unseen world is
busy with activity. [ntense activity. Sister
White says that the faithful angels are seriously
contending with the evil angels for each soul.
If we only look at what our eyes can see, we
become slothful in our Christianity. These
minor points may not matter so much to us. If
we are 2 minutes late one week, the next week
it may be S minutes and then 10, then an hour
or two, and finally we skip whole meetings
without our conscience bothering us very
much. The progression has been slow and
subtle, Some do not follow this progression,
they just come late — about the same time -
every week. If the Latter Rain would fall in
great abundance on God’s church in the first 15
minutes of the Sabbath School, there will be
some that will be left out because they could
not make it on time.

I've heard all kinds of excuses, from “[t is my
children’s fault. I can’t get them up and ready
on time.” 1 ask, who 1s in control? Is it the
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