

















MINI-SERIES ABOUT SOME KINGS OF THE BIBLE

PART ONE:

“And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear
his wisdom.” 1 kings 10:24.

When Solomon became Kking
over [srael and was
strengthened in his kingdom (2.
Chron. 1:1), he and all Israel
with him, went up to Gideon
where the tabernacle of Moses
was pitched, to offer a thousand
burnt offerings upon the brasen
altar. Verse 3, 5, 6.

The same night God appeared
to Solomon and asked him:
“What shall I give thee?” v. 7.
Then Solomon asked for
wisdom and knowledge that he
might rule wisely and judge his
people righteously. And God
gave  him  wisdom  and
knowledge more than to any
other king before him and after
him, besides riches, wealth and
honor as a special gift, because
Solomon did not ask for these
things, v. 12.

Then Solomon built the temple
of the Lord, and after this his
own palace, also being called
the house of Lebanon, and
finished all after twenty years.
2. Chron.8:1. During those
years he walked faithfully like
his father David and loved the
Lord. He had a wise and
understanding heart and his
righteous and sound judgment
amazed the people insomuch
that the nations round about
heard of it and his fame reached
even the ends of the earth.

Solomon studied nature and
made known to his people what
he searched out. His thirst for
understanding  things  done
under the sun and the works of
creation kept him searching and
captivated his keen mind.

As long as he did it all in the
fear of the Lord -  the
beginning of wisdom, he was
richly blest and increased in
understanding and in
knowledge. Having a
magnificent temple for worship,
a luxurious palace to live in, the
cities fortified and gold in
abundance, beside anything the
heart can desire, peace along the
borders, and Israel “dwelt safely
every man under his vine and
his fig tree,” (1. Kings 4:25) -
thus there came a time of ease.

Satan has long been looking for
an opportunity to enter a wedge

to tempt and cause the king who

was a thorn in his eyes to turn
him from his path of
righteousness and following the
Lord.

Quite early in his reign King
Solomon married a princess of
Egypt. She was very beautiful
and he loved her. But by doing
this Solomon made his first
great mistake. Taking a wife
from a heathen nation was a
direct disregard to the

commandment of God given to
Moses for the children of Israel.
See Ex. 34:16; Deut. 7:34.
Thus the door for Satan was
opened and he came in with a
force that swept Solomon off
his feet.

For it was not long until he had
married many more women
from the surrounding nations
“and he clave unto these in
love.” 1 Kings 11:2. This
pleased Satan well; he had the
king in his power. Solomon had
neglected to follow the clear
divine instruction and relaxed in
seeking the Lord. In the time of
Moses God had given a charter
of rules and statutes for the king
that would rule in Israel, of
which Solomon was to have a
copy. In this charter it says, “He
shall not multiply wives unto
himself, that his heart turn not
away.” Deut. 17:17. “For surely
they will turn away your heart
after their gods.” 1. Kings 11:2.

And sure enough in the end
these wives made Solomon
worship their gods and even
erect places of worship for their
idols. Here we may learn that
the great wisdom of Solomon
did not prevent him from
committing such abominations
before the Lord. Passion had
taken over and blinded his
spiritual ~ discernment  and






leading to the throne. 2. Chron.
9:17, 19. Imagine the grandeur
of the throne room where the
most  beautifully  arranged
flowers and ornaments graced
the eye and exotic birds in
gilded cages charmed the
beholder. Elegant recliners of
rare and costly wood covered
with an abundance of luxurious
cushions, invited to seat the
foreign kings and ambassadors
in grand array from far away
countries. Cupbearers in
colorful  vesture  gracefully
moved to pour refreshing drinks
and exquisite wine into golden
cups and continuously replaced
culinary tidbits on  superbly
designed golden plates from the
richly laden tables to satisty the
most refined palate.

Then for the highlight of the
day behold the monarch as he in
an elaborately designed robe of
precious silk ascends to the
elevated throne. Every eye
gazes with admiration to the
attractive and noble frame of
Solomon who now in an
imposing regal motion turns to
his audience to take his seat
upon the throne. A spark of
great excitement fills the air,
and the assembly spellbound by
the glory they behold, awaits
with enthusiasm the longed for
moment when the king would
open his mouth and pearls of
sublime wisdom and
enlightenment escape his lips!

And now consider what
Solomon could have presented
to his guests beside his wise
proverbs, judgments and songs.
Here was the unique situation
and opportunity for him to
introduce the heathen kings to

the knowledge of the true God.
For those knew nothing but to
worship idols. This king who
had twice been visited by God
could have witnessed that He
that appeared to him 1is the
living God and Creator of the
universe and Maker of the
world and man.

He could have opened to them
the divine plan of salvation, that
God desires all mankind to be
reconciled to Him and be His
children, and to declare to them
the mysteries of the great I AM.

Solomon could have explained
the law of God, His judgments,
and the Ten Commandments as
the sure and best foundation for
the government of every nation
and the blessings and prosperity
by keeping them.

God would have wrought
wonderful things in the hearts
of the foreign kings and
representatives. The Holy Spirit
would have moved them to
accept the divine invitation
coming from the mouth of the
devoted servant of the heavenly
Majesty, Solomon, who used
his exalted position to make the
name of the Most High great in
the earth.

The world would have been
enlightened with the knowledge
of the science of salvation, as
the heathen turn from ignorance
to know the truth and learn their
need of a Saviour. This truth
would have been preserved
through the ages and would
prepare many to look for the
coming of the promised
Messiah a thousand years later.

Had  Solomon  consecrated
himself fully to serve the Lord
instead of gratifying his own
desires, he would have reaped
rich blessings for himself and
for his people. His faith would
have increased to heights of
heavenly bliss with a deeper
understanding of the purpose of
the temple service and brought
him the closest connection with
the Redeemer that would have
thrilled his soul.

He could have enjoyed a vision
of the mission of the true Lamb
of God to whom he so often
offered thousands of rams for a
burnt sacrifice. His heart would
have melted in love for his God,
who would one day even die for
his sins. He would have
understood all this and made
this mystery hid from the world,
the great study of his life.

The truth would have been
opened to him that the desire of
God is to dwell in the heart of
man. That magnificent temple
which he built for God to dwell
in, was only a model and
lifeless substitute for the true
home of God - in the living
heart of His people. And all this
he would have taught his people
and to all those kings and high
officials who flocked to him to
hear his brilliant speeches of
wisdom.

The glory of God would have
filled the earth. God promised
to Solomon “I will dwell among
the children of Israel,” 1. Kings
6:13, would have come true;
Jerusalem indeed would have
been a holy city to which all the
nations look, the centre of











http://www.geocities.com/hotsprings/spa/1270/church.html
http://members.truepath.eom/ims/health.html
mailto:tmartin@netcom.ca















http:kingdom.18
http:13:10).17
http:righteousness.16
http:little.12



http:burdens.38
http:Israel.36
http:eternity.35
http:stewards.34
http:contact.By
http:children.32
http:purpose.31
http:wishes.30
http:children.28
http:effect.27
http:matters.25
http:service.23



http:Jesus.43




action. Jesus said in John.14.15,16:  If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever.” A son our daughter that really
loves his father doesn't need to have repeated over and over again that which is wrong. Love manifests itself
in perfect obedience.”

1 Tp. 416

“The law of God will be satisfied with nothing short of perfection, of perfect and entire obedience to
all its claims. To come halfway to its requirements, and not render perfect and thorough obedience, will avail
nothing. The worldling and the infidel admire consistency and have ever been powerfully convicted that God
was of a truth with His people when their works correspond with their faith.”"By their fruits ye shall know
them. Every tree is known by its own fruits. Our words, our actions, are the fruit we bear. There are many
who hear the sayings of Christ, but do them not. They make a profession, but their fruits are such as to disgust
unbelievers. They are boastful, and pray and talk in a self-righteous manner, exalting themselves, recounting
their good deeds, and, like the Pharisee, virtually thanking God that they are not as other men. Yet these very
ones are crafty, and overreach in business deal. Their fruits are not good. Their words and acts are wrong, and
yet they seem to be blinded to their destitute, wretched condition.” 8T.p.19

For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with
their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your
ears, for they hear.

“For verily 1 say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things
which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. Hear
ye therefore the parable of the sower. When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it
not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which
received seed by the way side. But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the
word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. He also that received seed
among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke
the word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that received seed into the good ground is he that seareth the
word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty.” Matthew 13:15-23

God spoke to Adam face to face and today He speaks to man through His living word, the Bible. Only
with the help of the Holy Spirit we can come to the full understanding of His word. Man can not justify
himself in the day of judgment when he is condemned to eternal death, when today he has at his reach the
way to eternal life through God’s word. But unless the heart is like the good ground, God’s word will not have
any effect.

Aren't we familiar with this saying: See no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil..? Today it may seem as
if it is impossible to avoid seeing or hearing evil sometimes but at least we must avoid responding to that evil
by speaking evil. "“Who among shall dwell with everlasting burnings? He that walketh righteously, and
speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes,
that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil.” Isa.33.15 That which
we see and hear needs to be pure and holy as much as we have control of our circumstances. We can only
maintain our spiritual balance as we behold Him, who speaks to us through His word.

For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in
quietness and in confidence shall be your strength; and ye would not.... Yet shall not thy teachers be removed
into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers; And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee,
saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. Isa.30.21

By George Williams
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

FAVOURITE HORSES

“Kathy, get away from
- my horse!"

“Blackie isn't  your
horse, Andy. He's Mr. Grant's.
Anyway, you got to ride him
yesterday. | got here first
today!” .

“Forget itI" he snapped.
“You just picked him because
you knew he was my favourite.”

“Now don't start scaring
the horses,” said Mr. Grant.
“They get skittish when people
argue like that around them.”
He carried a polished leather
saddle towards Blackie's stall.
“Andy, why don't you let your
little sister ride Blackie? You
can take Ransom.”

Andy gave his sister
one last disgusted stare and
trudged to Ransom’s stall. He
wasn't thinking how grateful he
should be to the Grants for
even letting him ride. He was
still too angry with Kathy for
that. The Grant's were old
friends of his parents. This
week the whole family was
visiting the Grants and their old
riding stable. The stable wasn't
much to look at — it used to be
a tobacco shed. There weren't
more than two or three spots in
it where you could stand in a
rainstorm and not get wet.

Andy pulled extra hard
on Ransom's saddle cinch to
make sure it was on tight. Then
he hunted for a bridle.

‘Ready to go?” called
Mr. Grant. “Kathy and | are all
saddled up.”

“Sure. Come on,
Ransom.” As he led the horse
out of the stall, Andy stayed
well away from the horse’s feet.
Ransom was known to step on
any stray feet he could reach.

Though tired and dirty
from his day's work, Mr. Grant
had agreed to take Andy and
Kathy on an evening trail ride.

They rode along a wooded trail
that wound up a steep hill. At
the top the trail opened up into
a meadow. From there it was
easy to see where the Grants
lived. The sun was sliding down
behind the highest ridge to the
west. It cast a soft orange light
that made the valley seem even
more dreamy and beautiful than
usual. Trotting through the
fresh evening air almost made
Andy forget that his sister was
on Blackie. Almost. Kathy could
not keep Blackie from stopping
to munch on clover, so the
other horses had to slow to a
walk.

Their parents met them
when they reached the bottom
of the trail. They helped them
walk the horses into the stable.
"How was the ride?" asked
Mom.

“‘Great!" said Kathy,
and she told about the sunset
and ride through the clover-
filled meadow. Just rubbing it
in, thought Andy.

‘Do you mind if we
greenhorns ride with you
tomorrow?" asked Dad.

‘Can we leave Kathy
behind?” asked Andy. “We
always have to go slow
because of her.”

‘s something the
matter between you two?”

“No, Dad,” sighed
Andy. Mr. Grant felt awkward.
The two children had been
fighting most of the day, and he
didn't really know what to do
about it.

“I've got some news
that will brighten your day
tomorrow,” he said. I've got a
new horse coming in the
morning. His name is Pharaoh.
He's a nice-looking buckskin
horse.”

“Can | ride him first?"
begged Kathy.
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“Sure, you get to do
everything first. I'm surprised
you let anyone else ride with
you," muttered Andy.

“Isn't  that enough
fighting for one day?" asked
Mom.

“No reason to fight
anyway,” said Mr. Grant, letting
the horses out for the evening.
‘We'll have to let Pharaoh get
used to his new friends before
we let anyone ride him.”

‘Can’t | ride him just
once?” pleaded Kathy.

“‘Quit being a brat”
scolded Andy.

Mr. Grant closed the
gate behind him as they walked
toward the house. “No, I'm
afraid life is pretty rough for a
new horse. We'll leave him be.
If you want to see him brought
in tomorrow, you'll have to be
up early. Join me around seven
by the side pasture.”

As Mr. Grant left, Dad
turned to Andy and Kathy. “If all
you're going to do is fight with
each other all day, you could
just as well do that at home.”

“‘Sorry,” said Andy.
‘Getting along isn't always
easy.”

The next morning Andy
woke up to a low, rumbling
sound. At first he paid no
attention to it. Suddenly he sat
up. “That's a truck! It must be
the new horse!” He jumped out
of bed and pulled on his
clothes. He bounced down the
steps two at a time and raced
out the back door. The grassy
path had his feet soaked with
dew by the time he reached the
others. He was the last of the
family to get there.

“Just in time, Andy.
Here he comes,” said Mom.
The horse looked almost
golden as it backed out of the
trailer. When the head finally




































