








THE POWER OF THE VOICE

“Out of the same mouth
“proceedeth blessing and cursing.
My brethren, these things ought
not so to be.” James 3:9.

“The power of speech is a talent
that should be diligently cultivated.
Of all the gifts we have received
from God, none is capable of being
a greater blessing than this. With
the voice we convince and
persuade, with it we offer prayer
and praise to God, and with it we
tell others of the Redeemer’s love.
How important, then, that it be so
trained as to be most effective for
good.” COL, p. 335

Yes, the gift of speech is a
wonderful talent that God has
given to mankind. It has proven to
be such a blessing in bringing
comforting words to those who are
downcast and in bringing words of
truth and life to those who are
destitute as far as spiritual matters
go. Unfortunately, man has also
abused this wonderful God-given
talent. Many have been bruised
and abused much more by the little
tongue than any physical abuse
that could have been heaped upon
them. These wounds that the
tongue causes don’t heal as
quickly as physical wounds. Also,
some of the language you hear
from an angry unconverted person
is something you don’t want your
children to hear.

However, in using this gift of
language in the best possible
manner, it 1s important to not only
have your words “seasoned with
salt” (Col. 4:6) and full of
happiness and cheer, (The salt
represents the Righteousness of
Christ knowing that Righteousness
leads to happiness) it is also just as

important to speak in a clear and
distinct manner.

IMPORTANCE OF VOICE
CULTURE

What is voice culture? It is training
the voice so as to speak and read in
a clear and distinct manner so that
all  who hear can clearly
understand. Yes, this actually takes
training; it does not always come
naturally. It doesn’t just happen
that some have a clearer speaking
voice than others. 1 have heard
some people read, (of all different
ages), who wuse little or no
expression in their voice -
ignoring the punctuation marks
and just rattling words off in a
monotone. It is very difficult to
understand what they are reading.
This 1s a terrible abuse of the gift
of speech. It begins with young
people who are not taught how to
read with expression. “Voice
culture is a study that should find a
place in every institution for the
education of the youth.” 9MR p.
14. “Voice culture should be
taught in your school. Do not
lightly pass over this matter, for if
the expression is defective, all the
knowledge that shall be obtained
will be of little use. The cultivation
of the voice is of the greatest
importance, in order that grace and
dignity may be brought in to the
impartation of truth.” 2MR, p. 224.

Voice culture is very important for
everyone, but especially for those
who are called to speak or read in
front of the church to God’s
people. If the person can be barely
understood while preaching a
sermon or teaching a lesson, what
kind of blessing do the people
receive? Some people have never
learned the lessons of public
speaking so that they can be

4

understood. Teach the children that
“They should not be allowed to
speak so fast that they cannot be
clearly understood. Every word,
every syllable, should be plainly
spoken.” 2MR, p. 213.

Perhaps some do not have a good
grasp of the English language —
how can we expect them to speak
clearly enough with the proper
emphasis? It all comes with
practice and anyone with a sincere
desire to serve the Lord will aim
for perfection in this regard and
they will be duly blessed. If you
are excited about the truth, it will
show in your voice and in your
expression and it will rub off onto
other people. I am not speaking of
those who don’t know English
very well, only of those who are
sloppy in their use of the English
language. Often those leaming
English will speak more clearly
than those who have grown up
speaking the language simply
because they have leamed the
proper way to pronounce the
words and make great efforts to
speak correctly.

“The science of reading correctly
and with the proper emphasis, is of
highest value. No matter how
much knowledge you may have
acquired in other lines, if you have
neglected to cultivate your voice
and manner of speech so that you
can speak and read distinctly and
intelligently, all your learning will
be of little profit; for without voice
culture you cannot communicate
readily and clearly that which you
have leammed.” EV p. 666.

VOICE TRAINING

It is the duty of the teachers and
parents to begin to correct the
reading  of  their  children,












But God in His mercy
showed him how perverse his idea
was and gave him a glimpse of the
“Son of God” (Dan. 3:25), which
astonished Nebuchadnezzar
tremendously and made him quickly
forget his folly. There was no
dedication of the image. No, down it
came never to be mentioned again.

But as ridiculous the
command of worshiping the image
was, so extreme was the new decree.
For the king who realized that the God
of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
was the true God, delivering them out
of the fiery furnace, (v. 28), now said:
“I make a decree, that every people,
nation and language, which speak any
thing amiss against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
shall be cut in pieces, and their houses
shall be made a dunghill” v. 29.

Such ideas can only originate
in one who has no conception of the
mercy, love and holiness of God. How
could it even be? For the deities of the
heathen are cruel and must constantly
be kept at peace through offerings so
as not to arouse their indignation.
Nebuchadnezzar knew no better and
when he leamned about the true God
and His power, he applied to Him the
same attributes of his heathen gods.

“He that trusteth in his own
heart is a fool.” Prov. 28:26. God used
Nebuchadnezzar as a rod for His
people who would not respond to the
warnings of the prophets, His
“messengers, rising up betimes and
sending, because He had compassion
on His people... but they mocked and
despised His words... until the wrath
of the Lord arose against His people,
till there was no remedy.” 2. Chron.
36:15,16.

Three times in his reign
Nebuchadnezzar came against
Jerusalem and besieged it. The second
time the temple was robbed of all the
remaining treasures and they were
carried to Babylon. Also, the persons
of the royal household, the best
craftsmen and warriors - altogether ten
thousand people. (2. Kings 24:13-16).
Then came the last siege when
Jerusalem was broken up, the king
punished and carried to Babylon.
After this the captain of the guard
Nebuzaradan returned, bumed the
temple and the houses of Jerusalem.
He broke the walls of the city, and

carried the rest of the people except
the very poor, to the land of Babylon.
2. Kings 25:1-11.

Israel as a kingdom ceased to
exist and  the empire  of
Nebuchadnezzar increased in size and
power. Nebuchadnezzar was a very
intelligent, ambitious regent, he
wanted the best for his land, though he
was like any pagan ruler - rough and
often cruel to the people. Punishment
by death for a slight trespass was the
rule and the king did not bother to
investigate the justice of a case at
times.

And when his mood was
fierce, beware! “For the king's wrath is
as the roaring of a lion,” Prov. 19:12,
“And as a messenger of death.” Prov.
16:14.

Conquest in war made
Nebuchadnezzar bold, hard and
fearless and it seemed in whatever
enterprise he engaged himself, success
was at his side. The borders of his
empire enlarged and many different
languages were being spoken within
his realm.

From the captive Jews the

craftsmen like carpenters and artists of
wrought iron were employed to
display their skill in beautifying the
capital and the palace of the king with
their exquisite works of art.
The best men of the noble seed,
Daniel and his three friends Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, who proved
themselves most trustworthy and
capable, were given high positions by
the king - adding to the excellency
and stability of the empire.

The more secure the borders
became, the more the wealth of the
king increased, and the more glorious
the city Babylon grew day by day, the
more proud and haughty became the
king. He adored his surroundings
where beauty on every side enthralled
the eyes and senses. Babylon became
indeed the glory of all kingdoms,
however its very name caused many to
tremble who mentioned it, because of
the growing arrogance and oppressive
power of King Nebuchadnezzar.

Because “all people, nations
and languages, trembled and feared
before him: whom he would slew he
slew, whom he would he kept alive;
and whom he would he set up; and
whom he would he put down.” Dan.
5:19.
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He showed no mercy to the
poor. And he had especially been
wamed about showing mercy to the
poor. Dan. 4:27. And as true as “the
heavens for height and the earth for
depth,” so the “heart of kings is
unsearchable.” Prov. 25:3.
Nevertheless, “the king's heart is in the
hands of the Lord, as the rivers of
water. He turneth it whithersoever He
will.” Prov. 21:1.

“Pride goeth before
destruction and a haughty spirit before
a fall. “ Prov. 16:18. The time for
God to intervene once more has come.
Nebuchadnezzar filled his cup. The
stage is set for God to act.

One day when the king was
overly pleased with himself and of a
rare cordial mood, he invited Daniel,
the ministers and other close members
of the royal household to a splendid
banquet. After gratifying the palate
with sumptuous and rich culinary
delicacies, the heart light and merry
from exquisite wine, the king
suddenly arose.

The sun was near the edge of
the horizon and one could now
without being blinded from the
brightness look to the orange colored
disk that shed its golden rays upon the
glorious city below the palace, and
bathed everything in a sea of
burnished gold. The rays reflecting on
the smooth, soft colored walls of
glazed tiles of temples and edifices
dazzled the eye with a splendor and
beauty that was exhilarating. This was
a very special evening indeed. The
gods of Babylon seemed to show an
exceptional favor to the city and its
king!

Now the king directed his
steps to the centre of the grand terrace
that offered a most excellent view
over the city. His frame corpulent and
heavy from indulgence to gluttony,
turned partly to his guests and partly
to the city. With a lavish gesture he
stretched out one arm to his adored
city, the other he patted on his mighty
chest, and with a thrill of total self
satisfaction Nebuchadnezzar shouted
out: “Is not this great Babylon that I
have built for the house of the
kingdom by the might of my power,
and for the honor of my majesty?”
Dan. 4:30.

Nebuchadnezzar hardly
finished his proud exclamation, when
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“Teachers do a poor
job of handling bullies,
according to a nationwide poll
of students. And perhaps for
good reason. ‘Sending a bully
to the principal is basically like
saying you don’t have control
of your classroom,” says
teacher Trish Mumford of
Rehoboth Beach, Del.

“But one school,
coincidentally next door to
Littleton, 1s trying a bully-
intervention program that 1s
serving as a model for 300
schools  nationwide. At
Highline Community School in
Aurora, it 1s now against the
rules for a student to watch a
fellow classmate being bullied
without intervening or seeking
help. Largely as a result of the
program, says counselor Paul
VonEssen, misconduct reports
at the school have been cut
nearly in half.”

“In these days when
vice and crime of every form
are rapidly increasing, there
is a tendency to become so
familiar with existing
conditions that we lose sight
of their cause and of their
significance. More
intoxicating liquors are used
today than have ever been
used heretofore. In the
horrible details of revolting
drunkenness and terrible
crime, the newspapers give
but partial report of the

story of the resultant
lawlessness. Violence is in
the land. And  yet,

notwithstanding the many
evidences of the increase of
crime and lawlessness, men
seldom stop to  think
seriously of the meaning of
these things. Almost without

exception, men boast of the
enlightenment and progress
of the present age.” ST, 11-
20-07

“We are living in the
midst of an ‘epidemic of
crime’ at which thoughtful,
God-fearing men everywhere
stand aghast. The
corruption that prevails, it is
beyond the power of the
human pen to describe.
Every day brings fresh
revelations of political strife,
bribery, and fraud. Every
day brings its heart-
sickening record of violence
and lawlessness, of
indifference to human
suffering, of brutal, fiendish
destruction of human life.
Every day testifies to the
increase of insanity, murder,
and suicide. Who can doubt
that satanic agencies are at

- work among men with

increasing activity to distract
and corrupt the mind, and
defile and destroy the body?”
CH p. 25

Truly, we have fully
reached that time which the
pen of inspiration describes
here. And much more than
intoxication with liquors are
corrupting the human mind
and soul — now there is much
more intoxication and
corruption with violent video
games, and fascination with
demonism, death and
destruction. = Now we have
fully reached that time when
we must pray for all of our
children in public schools to be
kept from the evil.

With the prevalence of
guns, drugs and immorality
amongst the young, it makes
us- wonder if the “powers that
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be” are allowing a state of
anarchy, violence and
perversion to exist in society
so that when the time comes,
they will be able to do
anything in the name of the
emergency. And with what all
the churches are doing in
dialoguing with the papacy, it
is certain that they are talking
about how they must do
something soon to bring back
God into society. When they
say that Sunday is a part of
morality, decency and one of
the things to keep children safe
in school, then we know that
the Protestant authorities will
be making the “image to the
beast.” Then it is that God’s
people will be looked upon as
malefactors, as lawbreakers,
when we reject the traditions
of men, in favor of the
commandments of God. (In
fact, couldn’t we say that so
many of the traditions of a
morally bankrupt society are
so empty and meaningless now
that the youth are looking for
just more and more of the
world, the flesh and the devil
to complete them? And that
this is precisely why the
message for this time of the
sanctity of the family, marriage
and life itself is caught up with
and intertwined with the Ten
Commandments?)

May the Lord help us
to call sin by its right name
whether in the educational
system or out of it, that we
may be part of God’s solution
to these horrible crimes, rather
than a part of Satan’s ongoing
problem. By Jerry Eaton






“I don’t understand why
you get such a kick out of
carrying a heavy mail bag around
all day.”

“] warned you it wasn’t
exciting,” he answered. “Darrel,
do you like to share with other
people?”

“Sure,” shrugged Darrel
halfheartedly. He was not so sure
he liked sharing. Sharing usually
meant he had to give wup
something he wanted to someone
else, often, it seemed, for no good
reason.

“Then you know
something of what a good feeling
it 1s,” said Mr. Montgomery. “A
mailman gets to share all day
long. You just watch how many
people on this block snatch the
mail out of their boxes as soon as
I’ve delivered it. That shows they
look forward to it. I can make
them happy just by giving them
what’s in my bag. I don’t even
have to write the letters. My bag
is full when I start out and I spend
the whole day sharing it. I say the
more [ can give, the better.”

“Is it really worth the
bother? I mean, don’t you ever
worry about your back?” Darrel
could picture his mother fretting
about the poor mailman.

“What if I did worry
about  myself?” said  Mr.
Montgomery without raising his
voice. “Suppose I worried about
my back or shoulder and just felt
like taking a nice hike. I could
deliver as many letters as I felt
like and toss the rest away.”

“You would have a lot of
people mad at you,” said Darrel.

“Worse than that,
everyone would be confused.
They  couldn't communicate
important messages or hear about
people they loved like a niece or a

grandson growing up, or an old
friend from their hometown.
Some might say they would be
glad not to see bills, but really
even bills are easy ways of letting
you pay for what you bought.”

“I can see your point,”
said Darrel. “The whole system
would be worthless, but is that
any reason to wish for lots to
carry?”’

The mailman nodded
toward the house that they were
passing. “Do you know who lives
here?” Darrel shook his head.
“That is Mrs. Helmes’ house. She
is in her 80s and lives all alone.
Has trouble walking, doesn’t get
out much. She’s a person who
could use some mail, but many is
the day when [ have to walk by
because I have nothing for her.
Then I would give anything for a
little more weight in this bag to
carry around for her.”

“That’s strange,” said
Darrel. “I sometimes get mad if I
have to share and yocu get upset
when you can’t.”

“Bear one another’s
burdens, it says in the Bible,” said
Mr. Montgomery. “We might
sometimes think we can save
strain on ourselves by not sharing.
But I think we would find it
would be terrible if we could not
share with people.”

“Maybe you’re right,”
said Darrel. “It’s a good thing
God has taken care of that. When
you think about it, most of us
have more to share than we
realize.”

“Yes, like the postal
service, God gives me plenty to
share. We all have a time and
talent  to spread around
brightening other people’s days.
If we don’t deliver. ..”
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“Then the system falls
apart, right?” interrupted Darrel.
“I suppose I should be more like
you and wish for more to share
than for an easier load.”

“God needs mailmen,”
laughed the little man. “The more
of them we have around, the less
we each have to carry. That’s the
end of my route, Darrel. Thank
you for ‘sharing’ your time.”

“You really do have a
neat job,” said Darrel as he started
back to his house.

That evening Darrel and
his Dad joined Mom in the living
room.

“All finished,” said Dad.

“Thank you for cleaning
the game closet, you two. It
makes me feel so much better
now that the job 1s done.”

“The mail must go
through,” chuckled Darrel.

“What in the world is that
supposed to mean?” asked his
mother. “By the way, did you
give Mr. Montgomery a hand
with his mail?”

“No, as a matter of fact, I
plan to make his load a little
heavier to carry. Do you know a
lady named Mrs. Helmes?”

“You mean on the end of
Lilac Court?” asked Dad. “No,
not very well. Why?”

“It’s a long story. I'll tell
you when I finish writing this
letter.”

“Give and it shall be given unto
you.” Luke 6:38.

Lord, there is plenty for
everyone. But it doesn’t always
get to where it is supposed to go

because we stockpile it for
ourselves. Help me to share
what I can.





















