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Psalm 19:7 Simple things are always
most easily understood, aren’t they?
And now there 1s a major movement
in society to simplify our lives.
Many middle-aged people are getting
tired of being slaves to their material
goods; all of their gadgets that they
loved so much 10 or 20 years ago are
now breaking down and they are
having to spend so much time getting
them fixed in the shop that these

people are saying: “What is the
use?”
We have to simplify our lives

spiritually too, don’t we? Prov. 7:7
When we study the word “simple”-
we see that it means one devoid of
understanding as compared to the
“simple” we see in Psalm 19:7
meaning innocent, open, humble,
willing to be taught.

In order to understand what the Lord
1s trying to tell us, we have to be able
to pick out His voice from all the
complicated, distracting voices out
there in the world. That’s the only
way we can learn of Him, isn’t it?
And maybe it is only the truly simple
that can do this — especially in our
day, isn’t it?

Psalm 116:6-9 Of course, Jesus
always kept things simple, earnest
and straightforward. He spoke of the
simple things of nature, but He gave
them a deeper meaning than the
people had ever heard before. So at
one and the same time, Jesus was
simple, but very deep. At one and
the same time, He could speak to the
greatest intellect and give them
something to ponder, but be
understood by the most simple and
unlearmed souls.

Keeping it simple is necessary in
every area of life, isn’t it?

Keep it Simple

~ 3. In Education, we also have to

1. In Health: inspiration has proven
true concerning the evils of abortion,
a meat diet and how we should use
simple, natural remedies instead of
drugs. The same things that God’s
people have been saying for 150
years medical science is more and
more confirming to be true. Take for
example, what the world says about
vaccinations. Have you heard the
scare tactics that they use? You
would think that if you didn’t get
these vaccinations that you were
going to drop dead in your tracks.
But actually, just as informed and
responsible health care providers are
increasingly saying, the opposite
could well be true; if you get the
vaccination you just may drop dead
in your tracks. Or for that matter, if
you eat fat and blood, which is so
tasty for so many people — the Bible
says that i1s the very thing that is
causing the worst problem with so
many people’s health. It is a simple
truth, but not many people want to
hear it, do they?

Psalm 119:130

2. For those 1n authority, it’s
important to keep things simple, isn’t
it? God’s authority is like that —
simple, straightforward, easy to be
understood.

Accepting the authority of God
means accepting the authority of His
word and His way over our lives.
For example, the Sabbath and the
way that we relate to our time, shows
if we truly accept God’s authority.
Why can’t you be on time to church,
if you are rightly relating to God’s
authority? Why isn’t the Sabbath
school lesson important to you if you
are rightly related to God’s authority
and on your way to spend eternity
with Him?
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simplify, don’t we? Something
simple like Home Schooling has
become a world wide movement, yet
is the most simple and effective way
for parents to take back control of
their children’s spirits and minds.
And how did Jesus leamm? At the
knee of His mother, from the
Scriptures and from nature.

4. In Religion, most of all we have to
simplify.

Apostasy and rebellion are in the
very air we breathe. Confusion,
complication and distraction are
coming from every religion and even
most every SDA source these days,
1sn’t 1t?

Even the most faithful of the
independents are becoming too
complex, too distracted and confused
because they are trying to have
divided loyalties: partly loyal to God
and His truth, partly loyal to the SDA
organization. Now that is just too far
from simple for me.

(Isn’t this the way that man always
does things? When we look at the
work of God politically, it just
becomes too hard to try and figure
out. But when we see people, places
and things in relation to the simple
testing truths of His word, everything
becomes simple.....)

When [ first came to the truth, do
you know who the Lord used to
bring me to the fruth? The
archenemy of the reform in Denver,
Colorado.  (Reminds me of the
Scripture that they can do nothing
against the truth, only everything for
the truth.) This man had become an
SDA colporteur. He didn’t even
have the moral courage to tell me
that Ellen G. White was a Seventh-


















Protestantism so I went to
Catholicism. I was accepted into
the Roman Catholic Church at
Easter 1996 again at the prison
chapel. For sixteen months I
studied  diligently all  the
doctrines. 1 received another
parole on October 1996. I went to
the same halfway house. I was
clean, sober and serious about
being perfect morally. The
problem is that the life-style I led
for sixteen years with the drug
and alcohol abuse, and seven
years of hard-core penitentiary
life, left me an emotional cripple.
After becoming clean there arose
in me psychological and
emotional impulses that
dominated me. The flesh ruled
me; I only had moments in
between the flesh ruling that I
thought was deliverance by
Christ. All the teaching I received
in numerous Protestant doctrines
and strict Catholic doctrines did
not help me from the flesh.
Within five months of being
released a second time from
prison I was so consumed by my
fleshly impulses I wanted to
commit suicide. I vowed never to
use drugs and alcohol and didn’t.
But  something far worse
happened. I re-offended violently.
This was April 1997. My original
sentence was eight years which
expired in June 1998. So I
finished that remaining time and
then was transferred to a
provincial remand centre.

This is currently where I
am. So what happened to me after
April 19977 1 barely survived. I
longed for death. I heard my sin
announced through the entire
universe. [ was transferred to the
Federal Psychiatric Hospital in
September 1997. I stayed in the
hospital for the remainder of my
eight years, which ended June
1998. After that I was transferred

here to the Provincial prison. I
received therapy and anti-
depressants during my nine
months at the hospital. I could not
conceive of myself going to God
after what I had done. The
hospital helped me out of my
suicidal and homicidal state. I
wandered into the library
sometime around February or
March 1998 at the hospital and
although I felt I couldn’t come to
God I had seen a book that
grabbed my attention. The book
was called The Great
Controversy between Christ and
Satan. 1 read that book and was
amazed. [ still did not tumn to the
Lord but I could not ignore the
new knowledge. I put that
knowledge in the back of my
mind and concentrated on the task
at hand. [ was in therapy for
eight months. By the seventh
month I, for the first time,
accepted myself. I, for a moment
let go of my self-hatred. This was
one year after my second offence.

One month later, in June
1998, I was transferred to the
Provincial Remand Centre in
Surrey, British Columbia. Shortly
thereafter I began to wonder if
God would still love me. I
remembered the book I read
about six months earlier — The
Great Controversy. 1 knew that
the Seventh-day Adventist church
had those teachings.

One day in mid-July,
about a month after my transfer, I
looked in the Yellow Pages of the
telephone directory under
“Churches”. I decided to call a
Seventh-day Adventist Church
and ask for a Bible Study. There
were only two in Surrey and one
of them was a Reform Church. I
called the Reformed church
number a couple of times and
received no answer. Then a while
later I phoned both numbers and
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only got through to one. That one
number I got through on has
changed my life for what I hope
to be forever. Mr. Jerry Eaton
sent me a Bible Correspondence
Course. I only talked for about
five minutes on the phone and I
didn’t even get Jerry’s name. A
week later I was transferred to
where I am currently staying. I
sent the first couple of
questionnaires in. I kept my
secret that I was a prisoner and a
criminal. In fact I’ve kept myself
hid a lot from society this past
nine and half years. The prison
stamps my envelopes when I send
mail and Brother Jerry figured out
pretty fast that I was a convict.

After about four or five
questionnaires, Brother Jerry sent
me a letter saying he knew I was
in prison and he would be glad to
visit me. I cried. I have been
alienated for so long from much
human contact, being in prison,
and by my sin that I didn’t feel
like anyone could understand me.
This was in August 1998. Brother
Jerry has been faithfully visiting
me once a week for ten months
now. For the first time ever, I’ve
experienced a power that has
enabled me to have self-control
over my flesh. This power, unlike
the theories, philosophies,
dogmas, theologies, and every
other false doctrine of Babylon, is
the very might of God called
present truth.

I am deeply thankful for
the Lord’s leading me to the
everlasting gospel. Within my
heart there is an intense burning
to proclaim all the message for
our time. The Lord has entrusted
me with a responsibility that
continually reminds me of the
wonderful privilege that it is to
serve Him. Bom out of
circumstances and the election of
grace [’ve received a prison
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