


















































Written by Richard C. Nickels,
member of the Worldwide Church

of God.
The  Sabbath

Under Cross-fire

In July, 1998, Pope John
Paul II issued a lengthy Pastoral
Letter, Dies Domini, which appeals
to Christians to observe Sunday as
the fulfillment of the Sabbath, and
calls for civil legislation to
facilitate Sunday observance. In a
break with traditional Catholic
teaching, which until now, has
admitted that Sunday-keeping came
from Church tradition rather than
Scriptural mandate, the Pope
attempts to provide Biblical support
for Sunday-keeping. The need to
respond to the Pope’s "new"
theology was one reason why
Bacchiocchi decided to write his
new book. It’s out, it’s awesome,
and you need it! Dr. Samuele
Bacchiocchi’s newest book, The

Sabbath  Under  Crossfire: A
Biblical ~ Analysis  of  Recent
Sabbath/Sunday Developments,

addresses critical issues especially
important to current and former
Church of God members. If there is
any book that you read this year,
don’t put if off, read this one. You
can view Bacchiocchi's personal
web site at Andrews University at
http://www2.andrews.edu/~samuel
el.

Earlier in 1998, former
SDA Dale Ratzlaff, author of the
book, Sabbath in Crisis (1990),
appeared on radio station KJSL in
St. Louis, Missouri. He savagely
attacked the Sabbath. His book had
earlier been used by Joseph Tkach
of the Worldwide Church of God to
overthrow the validity of Sabbath-
keeping. My friend, Neil Gardner
of Florissant, Missouri, responded

to the radio station with letters
answering Ratzlaff’s points, asking
for equal time to present an
affirmation for the seventh-day
Sabbath. Gardner asked me to join
with him in defense of the
Sabbath. It became apparent to me
that a stuttering bumpkin such as
myself would be no match for the
polished rhetoric of Ratzlaff. I
suggested that we try to get Dr.
Bacchiocchi to debate Ratzlaff,
which he graciously agreed to do.
The one-hour debate was held on
June 15, 1998, and continued for
many weeks over the Internet.
Eventually, Ratzlaff backed off
from further discussion. Ratzlaff’s
anti-Sabbath attacks were a second
motivation for Bacchiocchi’s new
book.

Dr. Sam had promised his
wife Anna that he would take a
year off from writing books to
spend more time with her and
attend to  household chores.
Because of the urgency of the
Pope’s Letter and Ratzlaff’s frontal
assault on the Sabbath, Dr. B. felt
he had to break his promise. I am
sorry, Sam, for helping you to
break your promise, but I trust the
result will benefit many, as indeed
it has and will. Incidentally, when |
met her in 1995, in San Antonio, [
asked Anna Bacchiocchi if she has
trouble getting in a word edgewise
with  her constantly talking
husband Sam. She assured me that
in their private lives, she does get
to say her piece!

The Pope challenges
Christians to respect Sunday, not
merely as a Church institution, but
as a divine command, the "full
expression" of the Sabbath. This is
in stark contrast to the so-called
"New Covenant,” and related
"Dispensational" teaching (adopted
by Ratzlaff and Tkach) which
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radical
discontinuity between Sabbath and
Sunday. Dispensationalists hold
that the Sabbath is a Mosaic, Old
Covenant, institution that
terminated at the Cross.
Bacchiocchi shows that Sunday is
not the Sabbath, as the Pope now
maintains, because the two days
differ in authority, meaning, and
experience. Sunday is so lacking in
authority that it needs the Pope to
call for civil legislation to foster its
observance. In most European
countries, Sunday Laws have been
in effect for many years, yet
Sunday Church attendance is less
than 10% of the Christian
population. In TItaly, 95% of
Catholics go to church only three
times in their lives, when they are
"hatched, matched, and
dispatched." Sunday laws fail to
encourage Sunday-keeping.

In Chapter 2 of his book,
Sabbath Under Crossfire,
Bacchiocchi explores in depth the
question: "Is the Sabbath creational
or ceremonial?" In spite of Genesis
2 and Mark 2:27-28, many
professing  Christians, including
Ratzlaff and Tkach, believe that the
Sabbath is not a creation ordinance
given to mankind, but a Mosaic
ordinance given to the Israelites

together with the Ten
Commandments. Bacchiocchi
carefully reviews the Biblical

evidence, and uses non-Sabbatarian
commentators in this (and other
portions of his book), to lend
authoritative  support that the
Sabbath is a creation ordinance for
all mankind.

In Chapter 3, Bacchiocchi
looks at the "Old and New
Covenants," referring to Joseph
Tkach’s view of the distinction
between the two covenants as the
model for his discussion. Dr. Sam
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